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FOR CROATIA GOVERNED BY THE RULE OF LAW!




The Platform of Human Rights Organisations in Croatia, which is established to monitor the status of human rights and the rule of law in the context of the finalization of Croatia’s Accession Negotiations with the EU, demands a different Croatia – Croatia in which the rule of law represents the foundation of individual, institutional and political action.  

On the eve of parliamentary elections, we are hereby inviting political parties and independent candidates to respond publicly, prior to citizens casting their ballots, to each of the demands we are posing. Our demands are categorised, based on our long standing experience, into five interrelated high-priority areas:   

· Stable, accountable and democratic government institutions and equal access to justice 

· Quality of democracy 

· Fight against corruption and the public interest

· Equality and dignity of all people 

· Legacy of war, dealing with the past and peace-building 

We would like to announce that we will closely monitor the work of the next government during its entire mandate and keep the domestic and international public systematically informed on any positive shifts or setbacks in these areas, while calling the government to account in relation to undertaken commitments arising from international treaties, as well as in relation to the pre-election promises, on which they will also make their statements here.      

The Platform 112 is composed of the following organizations: 

B.a.B.e., Centre for Education, Counselling  and Research (CESI), Centre for LGBT Equality, Centre for Peace Studies (CMS), Centre for Peace, Nonviolence and Human Rights-Osijek, Documenta – Centre for Dealing with the Past, GONG, Human Rights House, Right to the City, Serb Democratic Forum, Transparency International Croatia, Association for Social Affirmation of People with Mental Disabilities - Sjaj, Association for Independent Media Culture, Association for Promoting Inclusion, Association for Promotion of Equal Possibilities, Association of Parents of Children with Special Needs "PUŽ", Association for Self-Advocacy, Association of Croatian Investigative Journalists and the Green Action. 

1. Stable, accountable and democratic government institutions and equal access to justice

We demand a system that ensures a true equality of all citizens before all government institutions whose work is guided by the values and principles of honesty, responsibility, predictability and stability. The purpose of such a system is the individual citizen, whose rights and needs are cared for by the institutions operating in a transparent, professional, efficient, effective and unbiased manner. We demand the following of the new government:

· Stability, predictability, equity in proceedings and equal access to justice

	
	REQUESTS
	YES
	NO

	1. 
	Consistent implementation of the legal framework in relation to appointment, promotion and disciplinary processes with regard to the members of the judiciary.
	
	

	2. 
	Changes to the legal framework in relation to appointment, promotion and disciplinary processes with regard to state attorneys, following the legal framework set up for the judiciary.
	
	

	3. 
	Granting access to justice to the most vulnerable social groups, which calls for a thorough review of the existing Free Legal Aid Act in order to make the legal aid system less bureaucratic and significantly more responsive to the needs of citizens. 
	
	

	4. 
	Ensuring support to the victims and witnesses of criminal offences from the moment when the criminal offence was committed, as well as during and following the judicial proceedings.
	
	


· Public administration characterised by integrity, professionalism and unbiased treatment of citizens 

	
	REQUESTS
	YES
	NO

	5. 
	Implementation of the public administration reform and rationalisation of the local and regional self-government for the purpose of its modernisation, increased efficiency and transparency and reinforcement of institutional independence. 
	
	

	6. 
	Establishment of the clear criteria and procedures for admission and promotion in the public service on the basis of competences and actual needs of institutions. 
	
	

	7. 
	Introduction of a meaningful performance evaluation system of public servants, directly influencing their promotion, individual professional development plans and the salary of each individual public servant.
	
	

	8. 
	Efficient monitoring and evaluation of results achieved by agencies and inspections that have been given public authority by the government. 
	
	


· Efficient and unbiased supra-party monitoring over the implementation of reforms arising from the Croatian EU Accession Negotiations, especially those related to Chapter 23 

	
	REQUEST
	YES
	NO

	9. 
	Immediate establishment of an efficient supra-party mechanism
 located in the Croatian Parliament, with the mandate for monitoring the implementation and ensuring the irreversibility and high quality of all the reforms arising from the Accession Negotiations. The work of such a body should not depend on the momentary power relations in the Parliament, while its activity should be focused on the effects of the implementation of the judicial reform measures, of anti-corruption measures, on the efficiency and outcomes of the war crimes proceedings held in local courts and the wider process of dealing with the past and peacebuilding,  as well as on the efficiency of the institutional system for the promotion and protection of human rights, including political, social, minority, ecological and rights of people with disabilities, and their status. 
	
	


2. Quality of democracy

We are not silent, unquestioning vassals – we are citizens! Therefore, we demand a political system that will, instead of controlling the citizens impose citizens’ control over public bodies, including political accountability of officials and social responsibility of the media devoid of political and corporate interests.  The prerequisite for such a form of citizens’ engagement are citizens educated and prepared for active participation in political processes, while being informed thoroughly, accurately and timely by independent media and by the public authorities directly. From the new government we demand the following: 

· Education system designed to prepare the citizens for active citizenship 

	
	REQUESTS
	YES
	NO

	10. 
	Development of a curriculum for basic education and professional development of teaching staff, and ways of monitoring and evaluating the implementation of the democratic citizenship education programme, in cooperation with experts, civil society organisations and competent institutions. 
	
	

	11. 
	Systematic introduction of the democratic citizenship education programmes throughout the entire duration of primary and secondary education with the purpose of forming responsible and active citizens. This presupposes the start-up of the human rights centres at the university level. 
	
	


· Comprehensive reform of the electoral code and the manner of exercising voting rights 

	
	REQUESTS
	YES
	NO

	12. 
	Enacting a single electoral code comprising coherent procedures for conducting every election and referendum in the Republic of Croatia.
	
	

	13. 
	Redefinition of mandate and structure of the Central Election Commission as a multidisciplinary body whose mandate and authority includes supervision over all aspects of the election process and voting rights, including electoral lists.
	
	

	14. 
	Revision of rules on media coverage of election campaigns, focusing on ensuring the editorial freedom and responsibility.
	
	

	15. 
	Introducing the single state register of citizens and the related changes to the Act on Permanent and Temporary Residence of Citizens and Electoral List Act which will resolve the issues stemming from permanent residency data-bases and the electoral register.  
	
	

	16. 
	Adequate changes to the electoral units in accordance with the constitutional provisions on the number of voters in electoral units.
	
	

	17. 
	Suspension of the passive electoral rights for persons convicted for grave criminal offences, until the completion of their rehabilitation period, and especially during serving a prison sentence. 
	
	

	18. 
	Prohibiting the possibility of a person who is not the candidate in the specific electoral unit to be the bearer of the election list in this electoral unit.
	
	

	19. 
	Providing adjustments and support for people with disabilities at the voting stations.
	
	

	20. 
	Enabling the exercise of voting rights to persons under medical treatment or under care in healthcare or social institutions.
	
	

	21. 
	Granting voting rights to persons deprived of legal capacity in accordance with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
	
	

	22. 
	Facilitating citizens-initiated referendums (increasing the number of days for collecting signatures and reducing the percentage of the number of signatures), including specification of issues which cannot be decided in referendums (Constitutional values). 
	
	


· Public authority acting on the basis of transparency and participation principles 

	
	REQUIREMENTS
	YES
	NO

	23. 
	Changes to and harmonization of the Freedom of Information Act and the Data Secrecy Act along with the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia, to ensure that secrecy is an exception that must be questioned and reviewed by an independent information commissioner.  
	
	

	24. 
	Consistent implementation of the public interest test and the proportionality test, in order to prevent the abuse of the secrecy principle – in the case the information is in public interest, it must be disclosed even if classified. Refusing access to information must be substantially explained.
	
	

	25. 
	Systematic sanctioning of breaches of the Freedom of Information Act by way of the existing legal regulations, especially in relation to the work of the Government.  
	
	

	26. 
	Changes to the Rules of Procedure of the Government of the Republic of Croatia so as to prevent parliamentary debate, enacting and sending into parliamentary procedure of the draft acts and other public policies that have not been debated in public, in accordance with the Code of Practice on consultation with the interested public in procedures of adopting laws, other regulations and acts.
	
	

	27. 
	Engaging the public in the process of creating the foreign policy through regular public debates and consultations on the key foreign policy issues. 
	
	

	28. 
	Urgent initiation of public debate on the possible models of territorial reconstruction of the Republic of Croatia, aimed at ensuring efficient and sustainable public services at the lower authority level, and the implementation of the related fiscal decentralisation.
	
	

	29. 
	Changes in the form and content of fiscal data in the budget of the state and public authorities to enable the public’s understanding of the budget and timely public debate on revenues and expenditures. 
	
	


· Freedom of assembly and expression, in accordance with international standards of human rights and media freedoms and responsibilities

	
	REQUESTS
	YES
	NO

	30. 
	Changes to the Public Assembly Act to ensure peaceful gathering in front of institutions responsible for the creation and implementation of policies on every level including the Government, Parliament, Office of the President and the Constitutional Court; to abolish obligations transferred to persons organising a protest, which fall within the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Internal Affairs; to clearly specify procedures imposing limits on the public assembly rights: procedures and authority over peaceful protesters, the procedure of banning a public assembly, efficient and effective judicial control of such bans, conditions that may be imposed to organisers of a public assembly.
	
	

	31. 
	Introducing sanctions for police use of excessive force during nonviolent protests and civil disobedience actions, including prohibition of apprehension, arrest, and filing misdemeanour charges against nonviolent protesters.
	
	

	32. 
	Changes to the Law on Media so that the editor-in-chiefs’ appointment must be approved by no less than 55% of journalists, via secret ballot.
	
	

	33. 
	Introducing sanctions for publishers who are breaking the Law on Media with regard to introducing the Editorial Board Statute and in relation to ownership transparency. 
	
	

	34. 
	Harmonization of the Law on Media and the Law on Electronic Media so that they could specify the status, rights and obligations of non-profit and online media, and transparency of all radio and TV station concession agreements. 
	
	

	35. 
	Establishing clear criteria for accessing funds in the Fund for the Promotion of Pluralism and Diversity of Electronic Media, so as to make the funds available also to non-profit and online media that are contributing to realisation of public interest and cultural development,  as well as the effective supervision over allocation and use of funds. 
	
	


3. Fight against corruption and the public interest

We consider the public interest to be a leading motive and action principle for all of the public office holders as well as the main decision-making criterion. Unambiguous, precise legal provisions, procedures and criteria referring to management of public resources, are the only guarantee of protection of public interest against private and particular interests and corruption.  Therefore, we demand from the new government the following:

· Setting up an institutional and regulatory framework that will efficiently prevent and sanction political corruption and corruption within public authorities

	
	REQUESTS
	YES
	NO

	36. 
	Compulsory declaration of conflict of interest and its efficient prevention, referring not only to officials, but also to public servants in management positions.
	
	

	37. 
	Changes to the procedure of electing the members of the Commission for Conflict of interest in the exercise of public office, where the conditions for candidates must include the experience and references relating to fight against corruption and conflict of interest.
	
	

	38. 
	Operationalisation of the constitutional principle of the right to access to information, which must be turned into a mechanism designed to prevent the abuse of the necessity to protect certain information, especially those related to regular activities and contracts of public enterprises and public authorities, and to protection of personal information of politicians and politically active individuals.   
	
	

	39. 
	Effective and well-coordinated monitoring of financing political parties and campaigns, conducted by the Central Electoral Commission, Ministry of Finance and the State Audit Office, including the mandate to impose direct sanctions to political parties and other actors in the electoral process. 
	
	

	40. 
	Implementation of the unexplained wealth mechanism in accordance with Article 20 of the UN Convention against Corruption ratified by Croatia, which contrary to the Law on Confiscation of Assets Acquired by Criminal Offence requires that the suspect public servant/official proves the origin of property inconsistent with their reported income, without the condition of previously proved criminal offence. 
	
	

	41. 
	Establishing mechanisms and adequate internal procedures devised to enable the citizens to draw the attention of the Tax Administration to a disproportion between property and income. 
	
	

	42. 
	Changes to the Criminal Code so as to define attacks against journalists, whistle-blowers and human rights defenders in general, as qualified forms of criminal offences.
	
	


· Protection of natural and public resources against particular interests

	
	REQUESTS
	YES
	NO

	43. 
	Urgent passing of the Fiscal Transparency Code including: clear preparation procedures, deciding upon, implementation, supervision, reporting and revision of the use of public funds. 
	
	

	44. 
	Abolishing the Law on Legalization of Illegally Constructed Buildings due to their devastating effect on the environment and lack of clear legalization criteria. 
	
	

	45. 
	Abolishing the provision on reducing the fees for conversion of agricultural land in the Act on Agricultural Land.
	
	

	46. 
	Prohibition of privatisation of natural resources (forests, waterways and maritime domain) and public enterprises managing those resources, in order to prevent the public from losing control over natural resource management in accordance with the public interest and the concept of sustainable development.
	
	

	47. 
	Prohibition of privatisation of public utility services since their profit-making orientation typically leads to raising prices and results in reducing or preventing access to certain public services (e.g. healthcare).
	
	


· Increased expenditures for education system that will ensure equality to every citizen when enrolling in kindergartens, schools and  higher education institutions

	
	REQUESTS
	YES
	NO

	48. 
	Increased budgetary expenditure for the overall education system to 5% of GDP.
	
	

	49. 
	Providing support and adjustments to enable education within the regular system from pre-school to higher education institutions for all children with developmental disabilities and people with disabilities.
	
	

	50. 
	Prevention of commercialisation and lowering the quality of higher education by improvements to the system that must be based on public funding in the amount of no less than 1.1% of GDP, transparency, free access, non-discrimination, inclusion and concern for the quality of the education system.
	
	

	51. 
	Actual inclusion and respect for recommendations and needs of the academic community – primarily students and professors – within the higher education system reform.
	
	


4. Equality and dignity of all people

Protection and promotion of human rights, especially the rights of vulnerable and minority groups in the Republic of Croatia should be one of the primary principles in creation of public policies. Since a part of human rights protection standards has been incorporated into the national legislation through the EU accession process, we expect from the next government to engage strongly and independently in the promotion of human rights protection standards, especially the rights of vulnerable and minority groups in the Republic of Croatia, regardless of the lack of “external pressure”.  We therefore demand from the new government:

· Improved and consistent implementation of anti-discriminatory legal provisions, including implementation of stipulated sanctions 

	
	REQUESTS
	YES
	NO

	52. 
	Systematic and full implementation of the Constitutional Act on the Rights of National Minorities with special reference to Article 22, relating to employment of minorities in the state administration so that the number of employed members of minority groups reflects their percentage in the population; independent monitoring of the implementation of application procedures for employment in the public services.
	
	

	53. 
	Abolishing paragraphs 3, 9 and 10 of the Article 9 of the Law on Prevention of Discrimination referring to exemptions from discrimination, directly related to people with disabilities, foreigners, common-law partners and same-sex couples.    
	
	

	54. 
	Changes and amendments to the People’s Ombudsman Act (passed on the final session of the sixth seating of the Parliament) including prior public debate on the amendments submitted by experts, civil society organisations, members of the working group for drafting the Law and Office of the People’s Ombudsman, as well as consultations with the special ombudspersons offices.
	
	

	55. 
	Education system free of gender stereotypes and formed in accordance with gender equality principles, especially in relation to prescribed school reading lists and textbooks.
	
	

	56. 
	Abolishing the discrimination of same-sex couples in comparison to married couples.
	
	

	57. 
	Harmonization of all legal acts and bylaws insensitive to changes in the sex status  
	
	

	58. 
	Drafting and implementation of the National Action Plan for the Prevention of Violence and Discrimination of LGBT persons.
	
	

	59. 
	Removing the homophobic contents from school books and introducing systematic education on sexual and gender minorities into the education system.
	
	

	60. 
	Introducing gender-sensitive budgets on all levels of public administration.
	
	

	61. 
	Balancing the share of female and male representatives in the Parliament, Government, diplomacy, management boards and supervisory boards of public enterprises and institutions, so that the number of the under-represented sex is no less than 40%.
	
	

	62. 
	Ensuring efficient monitoring and sanctioning of employers who ask forbidden questions during interviews, while protecting the workers who have reported their employers.
	
	

	63. 
	Encouraging men’s greater participation in housework and jobs related to family care, including compulsory paternity leave for men.
	
	

	64. 
	Legal insurance of the systematic and sufficient funding for shelters and counselling centres for victims of family abuse, in accordance with the recommendations of the Council of Europe, as well as funding of prevention related activities.
	
	

	65. 
	Enabling all women to exercise the rights to decide on their own bodies and reproduction, including the decision on if, when and how many children they will have, free of discrimination, coercion and violence. Legally enabling women to choose the location, manner and conditions in which they will give birth. 
	
	

	66. 
	Ensuring balanced regional development and equal economic, social and cultural opportunities for women in both urban and rural environments, while paying special attention to the needs of female members of the minority groups.
	
	

	67. 
	Urgent creation of a just and inclusive migration and integration policy of the Republic of Croatia in order to ensure a functional support system and social inclusion of asylum grantees, asylum seekers and foreigners under subsidiary protection and establishing a coordination body in charge of integration of asylum grantees into Croatian society.  This policy should contain efficient measures of psychosocial support, healthcare protection, inclusion in the education system and into the labour market, as well as housing programmes, preventing ghettoisation.
	
	


· Improvement of the legal and institutional framework for protection of socially excluded citizens, especially in relation to the commitments arising from the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

	
	REQUESTS
	YES
	NO

	68. 
	Ensuring diverse and adaptable forms of support designed to provide people with disabilities and their family members with equal opportunities for living in the community. 
	
	

	69. 
	Reviewing the existing Plan for Deinstitutionalization and transforming social care facilities and other legal entities conducting social care activities in the Republic of Croatia and rapid implementation of the deinstitutionalization process that will result in abolishing the stationary institutions.
	
	

	70. 
	Systematic regulation of the personal assistant service through the Social Welfare Act.
	
	

	71. 
	Immediate abolition of discrimination of people with intellectual disabilities and people with psycho-social disabilities and their assimilation with other groups of persons with disabilities within the existing programme of providing the service of personal assistant.
	
	

	72. 
	Harmonization of the Family Law in the part relating to legal capacity and guardianship, with the Article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities so as to replace the existing system of guardianship and deprivation of legal capacity with the system of supported decision-making. 
	
	


· Establishing effective mechanisms for exercising labour rights 

	
	REQUESTS
	YES
	NO

	73. 
	Redefinition of regulations governing the Fund for the Compensation of Workers’ Claims in Case of Bankruptcy referring to conditions of workers’ claims compensation – workers’ claim for compensation of the full amount addressed to an employer that has declared bankruptcy, with the state acting as the creditor of the bankrupt debtor.
	
	

	74. 
	Setting up special court departments to deal exclusively with labour rights. 
	
	

	75. 
	Setting up efficient implementation mechanisms for the Labour Act, through the work of the State Inspectorate and pronouncing sanctions for employers concealing long-term full-time working arrangements through keeping a long-term honorary status, successive fixed term contracts or imposing the craftsman status on a worker (e.g. journalist through a Taxpayers Registry).
	
	

	76. 
	Simplified and more efficient implementation of provisions referring to adjustments of working stations specified in the Act on Professional Rehabilitation and Employment of Persons with Disabilities.
	
	

	77. 
	Systematic funding of the working assistant service for all people with disabilities.
	
	

	78. 
	Abolishing all the provisions of the Social Welfare Act and the Law on Pension Insurance which penalize employed people with disabilities by reducing the level of their welfare protection. 
	
	

	79. 
	Abolishing provisions referring to guardianship in the Family Law, designed to obstruct the employment of people with disabilities. 
	
	

	80. 
	Improved protection of whistle-blowers at their working positions, in order to prevent the negative consequences of pointing out illegal activities, and ensuring righteous compensation fee for all whistle-blowers whose labour rights have been violated.
	
	


· Efficient and truly independent citizen supervision over security agencies: military, police and security-intelligence services

	
	REQUESTS
	YES
	NO

	81. 
	Reform of the Council for Civic Supervision of Security-Intelligence Services so that all of its members must be experienced in human rights protection, so that they are given access to the Operative-Technical Centre, so that they can act upon any indication of human rights violation committed by the security-intelligence agencies, and by increasing their authorities regarding communication with the public.
	
	

	82. 
	Publicize the expenditure of the Military security-intelligence agency within the defence section of the state budget.
	
	

	83. 
	Improving the work of the Commission for Civic Supervision of Police Work so that its members may not be employed by the Ministry of Internal Affairs, to decentralise it, to include the authority of supervision over performing secret measures of collecting information conducted by the police, and the authority to act upon citizen complaints based on direct citizen complaint filed to the Committee, or based on indications of possible human rights violations committed by the police. In order to ensure sufficient capacity for action upon all of the complaints filed, the number of the Committee members must be increased.
	
	

	84. 
	Strengthening the Parliamentary Defence Committee as the only institutional body of civic supervision over the defence sector and insisting on its further subsistence in the existing form and cooperation with external members. 
	
	

	85. 
	Including external expert associates in the work of the Parliamentary Committee for Internal Politics and National Security.
	
	

	86. 
	Adopting the new National Security Strategy based on the concept of human security and human rights protection not only of citizens of the Republic of Croatia, but of all people influenced by this policy. 
	
	


· Human rights promotion and peace building in the foreign policy of the Republic of Croatia, through international development aid

	
	REQUESTS
	YES
	NO

	87. 
	Promote human rights standards and improve the international protection of human rights through international institutions, especially the UN.
	
	

	88. 
	Significantly increase the expenditure for providing international development aid and the civilian engagement in international missions as opposed to funds allocated for military assistance in foreign countries.
	
	

	89. 
	Fairer distribution of existing development aid that must not be regarded primarily as help to the diaspora.
	
	

	90. 
	Set up the priorities in providing aid to foreign countries, and strengthen and provide funding for civil society organisations in order to make them effective development aid providers, sharing their transition and post-war experiences with other organisations active in post-conflict environments.
	
	

	91. 
	Centralise and develop a system of providing development aid with a long-term objective of founding the Development Aid Agency.
	
	


5. Legacy of war, confronting the past and building the peace

Not once have the unresolved traumas and differences from the past poisoned the relationships and worsened the quality of life for the future generations in Croatia. We believe that breaking this vicious cycle is the duty of the society as a whole. In order to achieve that, we find it necessary to deal with the past consistently and unbiasedly – an act requiring courage, but also an act that always indicates democratic development of the society. Therefore we demand the following from the new government:

· Efficient and indiscriminate research  and war crimes prosecution

	
	REQUESTS
	YES
	NO

	92. 
	Initiating investigations and processing all cases in which there is a suspicion of a committed war crime, through more efficient work of the police, State Attorney’s Office and courts, in order to determine the facts and circumstances of suffering of all the victims.
	
	

	93. 
	Initiating new criminal proceedings in cases in which the courts have misapplied the General Amnesty Act for the criminal offences of homicide for which there is a suspicion of war crimes.
	
	

	94. 
	Abolishing the Law on the Nullity of the Certain Legal Documents Issued by the Legal Bodies of the former JNA, former SFRJ and the Republic of Serbia. 
	
	

	95. 
	Strengthening regional judicial cooperation aiming to clear out the ungrounded indictments dating from early nineties, prevent the impunity of perpetrators and introduce an efficient war crimes prosecution. 
	
	

	96. 
	Abolishing parliamentary immunity for grave criminal offences, including war crimes and organised crime.
	
	

	97. 
	Improved support system for victims and witnesses by additionally equipping the offices for providing support to witnesses and victims of criminal offences within county courts.
	
	

	98. 
	Organising transport for witnesses and/or victims of war crimes.
	
	

	99. 
	Extending the system of supporting the victims and witnesses to the State Attorney’s Office and police.
	
	

	100. 
	Prosecution, recognition and setting up the system of protection and compensation for women victims of rape in wars.
	
	


· Shedding light on the faiths of all of persons missing as a result of wars fought in the area of the former Yugoslavia

	
	REQUESTS
	YES
	NO

	101. 
	Increasing the effectiveness of the Commission for Detained and Missing Persons in order to speed up clearing the faith of the persons who went missing during war.
	
	

	102. 
	Strengthening regional cooperation of all competent institutions in all legal acts in relation to determining the facts on all victims of war.
	
	

	103. 
	Initiating the procedure for establishing the Regional Commission for determining the facts on all victims of war (REKOM) in cooperation with the governments of other post-Yugoslav countries.
	
	


· Taking responsibility by the State for damages incurred, unauthorised investments, housing programmes and resolving the status and legal issues concerning employment of the victims of war activities

	
	REQUESTS
	YES
	NO

	104. 
	Enacting a decision by which the Republic of Croatia waives its right to court expenses from all plaintiffs who have failed to win compensation for damages incurred due to death of a close family member.
	
	

	105. 
	Changes and amendments to the relevant legal acts to ensure compensation for civilian victims of war regardless of their nationality, ethnicity etc. by abolishing the discriminatory  definitions in Law on the Responsibility for Damage Resulting from Acts of Terrorism and Public Demonstrations (material damage compensation), Law on the Responsibility of the Republic of Croatia for Damage Incurred by Members of the Croatian Armed and Police Forces during the Homeland War (burden of  providing evidence by the claimant, calculating deadlines for limitation) and the Act on the Protection of Military and Civilian War Invalids.
	
	

	106. 
	Enacting the National Programme and the Law on establishing a reparation fund for all victims of war which would regulate the compensation issues in accordance with the UN Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a Remedy and Reparation for the Victims of Gross Violations of International Human Rights Law and Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law.
	
	

	107. 
	Fulfilling obligations taken on by the Republic of Croatia by signing the Vienna Convention on Succession - Annex G as a prerequisite for finding a righteous solution for the remaining issues relating to the housing programme.
	
	

	108. 
	Removing the provisions of Article 6 Paragraph 16 of the Law on Changes and Amendments to the Law on the Areas of Special State Concern in order to prevent the loss of rights to enter a housing programme due to not using the real-estate in the period longer than six months or due to the way of using the real-estate.
	
	

	109. 
	Changes to Article 9 of the Law on Changes and Amendments to the Law on the Areas of Special State Concern so that the Republic of Croatia could compensate the owners in amounts equal to those of the damages incurred to their property, while concluding an agreement with the temporary user in order to settle the potential fee.
	
	

	110. 
	Unified legal framework for the housing programme referring to all of the former tenancy rights holders in the entire territory of the Republic of Croatia so as to equalise the buy-out conditions for apartments within and outside of the areas of the special state concern; to cancel a deadline for submitting a request for buying a state owned apartment outside of the areas of the special state concern; to equalise the apartment prices in the entire territory of the Republic of Croatia with the prices paid by the tenancy rights holders in the mid-nineties of the last century.
	
	

	111. 
	Resolving the 11 cases of unauthorised investments into property, that is, property return and compensation of damage incurred due to unauthorised use.
	
	

	112. 
	Changes and approximation of the Ordinance on the Procedure of Convalidation of decisions and individual acts from the field of pension insurance with the Pension Insurance Act and the Law on General Administrative Procedure, aiming to enable the citizens from formerly occupied territories in the Republic of Croatia to claim for the recognition of their pensionable service on the basis of witness statements, if unable to obtain other evidence due to circumstances cause by the Homeland War.
	
	


Annex:

The proposal including the name, structure, mandate and status of 
an independent supra-party mechanism 
for monitoring the implementation and ensuring the quality and irreversibility 
of all reforms  arising from the Accession Negotiations as specified in Chapter 23

Immediately after the elections, and in the context of constituting the Croatian Parliament, we are requesting the establishing of an efficient supra-party mechanism located in the Croatian Parliament for monitoring the implementation, and thus ensuring the quality and irreversibility of all reforms arising from the Accession Negotiations with special reference to Chapter 23.

The proposed National Council for monitoring the fight against corruption, rule of law and the fundamental rights would be given a mandate to create and present semi-annual reports containing independent assessments and recommendations, that should result in the binding parliamentary decisions passed to the Government, relating  to the following critical issues:

· effects of implementing measures of the judicial reform, specified in various strategic documents and action plans;

· effects of implementing anti-corruption measures;

· effects and impacts of war crimes prosecution held before domestic courts and a wider process of dealing with the past and peace-building, while paying special attention to the sustainable return of refugees and displaced persons and development of war stricken areas;

· effectiveness of the institutional system for promotion and protection of human rights, including political, social, minority and ecological rights and the status thereof. 

This supervisory body would be composed of parliamentary party representatives, academic community members, experts and relevant civil society organisation representatives. Its structure and procedural organisation should be devised to prevent the dominance of the ruling coalition and/or opposition representatives. Therefore, we recommend an academic or expert community member or a civil society representative to be appointed as chairperson, along with six parliamentary party representatives (with an equal number of ruling and opposing parties’ representatives) and seven non-party members from other institutions/organisations. 

The body would consult and closely cooperate with the Office of the People’s Ombudsman and relevant university departments throughout Croatia. In order to alleviate the differences between domestic and European monitoring mechanisms, as well as to strengthen confidence and mitigate animosity of the public towards EU monitoring activities, we propose that this specialised body within the Croatian Parliament be given the status of a special rapporteur to the institutions of the European Union, that is, within the specified protocol on the cooperation with the European Commission and the European Parliament, which would ensure the synergy among the Croatian and European experts and political institutions.

We propose that this supervisory mechanism be established as a new parliamentary body, but resembling the innovation capacity of the special parliamentary bodies that used to hold important monitoring positions during the Accession Negotiations - the National Council for Monitoring Anti-Corruption Implementation Strategy and the National Committee for Monitoring the Accession Negotiations of the Republic of Croatia to the European Union. Another option is to consider the possibilities to change the mandates of the aforementioned bodies so that one of them includes in its scope the task of monitoring the legacy and sustainability of reforms arising from the Accession Negotiations as specified in Chapter 23.
�	 The proposal referring to the name, structure, mandate and status of this mechanism is included in the Annex to this Platform.





