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Documenta – Centre for Dealing with the Past | 
Centre for Peace, Nonviolence and Human Rights – Osijek |
 Civic Committee for Human Rights 

In Osijek and Zagreb, 16 September 2011 
PRESS RELEASE 
IN RESPECT OF THE DECISION ON 
CONDITIONAL RELEASE OF MIRKO NORAC 
We hereby make a protest against the decision issued by the Ministry of Justice's Committee for Conditional Release which positively resolved the request lodged by Mirko Norac for conditional release from custody because he has served more than two-thirds of his prison sentence for war crimes. We are of the opinion that it is wrong to apply the two-thirds clause in war crime cases. 
The competent authority should in particular reconsider the statement contained in the explanation of the verdict rendered by the first-instance court for crimes in the Medak Pocket, in which it was concluded that: “Admittedly, no expression of respect toward the killed persons and no compassion in respect of the persons who lost their family members during the operation was presented“. 
Mirko Norac, sentenced to a single prison sentence of 15 years for war crimes committed against civilians, expressed no remorse as regards execution of Serb civilians in Gospić and omission to take any action in connection with the killing of civilians and war prisoners in the Medak Pocket. Aditionally, Mirko Norac did not repent for killing an unindentified female person at the crime scene near Gospić. 

It is necessary to be reminded of the fact that additional investigation and trial for crimes committed in the Medak Pocket should also reveal other responsible commanders and direct perpetrators of the crimes such as intentional setting houses on fire, killing elderly persons whose bodies were ignited, throwing knives at alive detained solider hanged to a tree, arm hanging, whipping, salt throwing on open back wounds and humiliation of detained soldier. The State Attorney's Office should carry out an investigation concerning direct perpetrators of serious war crimes for which Norac had been sentenced on the basis of command responsibility. Likewise, it is necessary to investigate responsibility of the military envoy of Croatian Army Chief Headquarters, to individualise responsibility for crimes committed in the area under the responsibility zone of the Special Police, and to determine a degree of command responsibility as regards these crimes. 

Vesna Teršelič, Documenta – Centre for Dealing with the Past

Katarina Kruhonja, Centre for Peace, Nonviolence and Human Rights-Osijek

Zoran Pusić,  Civic Committee for Human Rights
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