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Civic Committee for Human Rights  -  Documenta – Centre for Dealing with the Past

Centre for Peace, Nonviolence and Human Rights - Osijek

Zagreb, 4 October 2011

Press release 

in respect of the Bill declaring null and void certain legal documents of the former JNA and the judicial  bodies of the former SFRJ and the Republic of Serbia

We deem that there are serious principal objections against endorsing the bill. It will not provide security to Croatian citizens who are unjustly mentioned in the indictments, but it will protect crime perpetrators presently living in Serbia or Croatia. 

1. In order to achieve successful trials against perpetrators of war crimes, referred to in this text, it is necessary to have established a cooperation between the judiciaries of Croatia, Serbia, Montenegro and Bosnia. The victims today are often citizens of one state, while the perpetrators are citizens of another state.  Without such co-operation, how will it be possible to initiate criminal proceedings against, for instance, suspects for crimes committed against prisoners in detention camps where the perpetrators are Serbian citizens residing in Serbia and the victims and witnesses are Croatian citizens?

2. Indictments coming from Belgrade may indeed be ill-founded or founded more on political standpoints of the times when they were drafted than on real and relevant evidence. (In this specific case, which triggered the disputable bill, it concerns the indictment issued 19 years ago against 44 Croatian citizens for the murder of 19 Serbs from Vukovar).  The best way to establish merits of the indictments is to have them taken over as soon as possible by the Croatian judiciary, to have them thoroughly checked and then dismissed by the DORH with a legally founded explanation or, if evidence is found that those crimes occurred, to have an indictment raised against responsible persons as indicated in the investigation carried out in Croatia.

3. Instead of proposing such law, the Croatian Government should take an utterly opposite action. Based on an agreement, it should facilitate submission of all existing indictments in order to prosecute perpetrators responsible for crimes and to remove the threat from Croatian citizens unjustly mentioned in such indictments. Such law will not accomplish any of this. Co-operation which was heading towards ending the agonising process of war crime trials is going to be disrupted and worsened. Instead of removing insecurity of unjustly suspected persons in the mentioned indictments, their insecurity will persist. This law will not make null and void the disputable indictments  outside Croatia and in this respect the bill will provide neither protection nor security to Croatian citizens unjustly mentioned in those indictments. The only persons it will protect will be actual crime perpetrators  presently living in Serbia or Croatia. To them, this law would significantly increase the odds that they would never get prosecuted for the crimes they had committed.

Zoran Pusić, Civic Committee for Human Rights 

Vesna Teršelič, Documenta

Katarina Kruhonja, Centre for Peace, Nonviolence and Human Rights-Osijek
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